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Background

A coalition of groups including Protect PT, Del-Chesco United for Pipeline Safety, Middletown 
Coalition for Community Safety, Clean Air Council, and Mountain Watershed Association are 
hosting a webinar for leaders to discuss the #HaltMarinerNow campaign. The campaign aims to 
engage and educate the public in a campaign to increase pressure and demand that Governor 
Tom Wolf and the Public Utility Commission (PUC) halt the Mariner East pipeline project.

The operation of Sunoco’s Mariner East 1 and construction of  Mariner East 2 and 2X pipelines 
have been plaguing residents across Pennsylvania for years. The construction of these pipelines 
has resulted in the destruction of private and public property and the environment, while the 
operation of Mariner East 1 and the “workaround” pipeline are already putting public safety at risk. 
Despite notices of violation, fines, and injunctions, Sunoco Logistics continues to negatively 
impact the lives of Pennsylvanians, their safety, property rights, and the environment.

Yet this pipeline has even more far-reaching impacts. The Mariner East pipelines connect fracking 
operations in Western Pennsylvania with refineries in Eastern Pennsylvania in a “frack to plastic” 
scheme. Stopping the Mariner East pipelines is about fighting back against the oil and gas 
industry that is threatening the safety and wellbeing of Pennsylvanians and the planet. 



Who is involved:
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Are you in the blast zone? 
What we’ll cover...

■ Nuts and bolts of Mariner East

■ Safety Concerns: why this is Pennsylvania’s most 

dangerous pipeline

■ Risk Assessments & what they show

■ Cases before the PUC: do we have the pipeline 

regulations we need? 

■ What you can do to protect your family and community



Ginny Kerslake
Founder of West Whiteland Residents for Pipeline 

Safety, Founder and Leadership Team of Del-Chesco 

United for Pipeline Safety, Mother, earth scientist, 

artisan entrepreneur, and community leader

Presenting on:

● Nuts and Bolts
● How is Mariner 

Regulated
● Eminent Domain
● Public Utility Formal 

Complaints



What is Mariner East?

A Sunoco/Energy Transfer Project
● ME1 is repurposed 1930s 8”pipeline 

operating since  Q42014
● ME2 and ME2X are 20” and 16” pipelines 

being constructed
● ME2 “workaround” or “Frankenpipe” is a 

temporarily cobbled together ME2, ME2X 
and a 1930s 12” pipeline operating since 
December 2018



Mariner East Route



What is Mariner East 
Transporting?
Highly Volatile Liquids (HVLs), specifically 
Natural Gas Liquids (NGLs): 

○ Ethane, butane, and propane from 
fracking

○ Liquified under high pressure
 
Over 700,000 barrels per day

 Frack Pad in Western PA



What is it for?
● Export 

● Oversupply in the US

● Used to make plastics overseas

● Not for jobs

○ Most jobs out of state and temporary

○ Only 150-250 permanent jobs





How is it Regulated?

● It’s not.
● No government body has clear authority:
PA Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP)

-environmental impacts of construction
PA Public Utility Commission (PUC)

-regulatory oversight once operational 
(ME1, workaround) to enforce PHMSA 
guidelines but none specific to NGLs



Who Approved the 
Siting?

● No one

● Pennsylvania is the only state in the US that has no 

siting authority for pipeline routing

● No formal approval of the route, only the DEP permits

● PUC has granted Sunoco public utility status 

● Sunoco can route Mariner as it pleases









Public Utility/Eminent 
Domain

 
● Allows corporation to seize property
● Public Utility status reserved for public 

good/necessities
● ME is an abuse of eminent domain



Presenting on:

● Why is this pipeline is 
being built?

● What makes it 
particularly dangerous?

● What are the risks 
associated with it?

George Alexander
Leadership Team for 
Del-Chesco United for 
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Blog: Dragonpipe Diary 

(www.dragonpipediary.com)



The Grand Plan: 

Marcellus wells to European plastic



How Fracking & NGLs are 
Connected



NGLs are NOT like 
ordinary natural gas





No credible plan for 
warning or evacuation 

•
•

•



Isn’t it risky?
You bet it’s 

risky.



Isn’t it risky?
You bet it’s risky.

Salem Township, the morning of April 
29, 2016 a 30-inch natural gas pipeline 

exploded sending a huge fireball 
hundreds of feet into the sky and 

severely injuring a nearby resident.
Photos courtesy of The Trib & Action 4 News



Two “Risk Assessments”



Three ways of looking at risk



Could the route be worse? 



Much of Mechanicsburg is in the blast 
zone, including most of the schools



Case study: Kaohsiung, Taiwan
July 31, 2014



Cases Before the PUC

● “Safety Seven” and others  C-2018-3006116
● PUC BIE  C-2018-3006534
● Wilmer Baker C-2018-3005025 

Use docket # to search at:
http://www.puc.pa.gov/about_puc/search_results.aspx

Donate to Safety Seven at:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-the-Safety-7-Halt-Marin
er-East

http://www.puc.pa.gov/about_puc/search_results.aspx
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-the-Safety-7-Halt-Mariner-East
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-the-Safety-7-Halt-Mariner-East


What Can You Do?
● Stay informed and help educate others 

haltmarinernow.org & www.dragonpipediary.com
● Join our ThunderClap tomorrow (bit.ly/HMNsocial) 

and continue conversation on social media groups 
and public pages.

Email pictures & video to 
info@haltmarinernow.org

http://haltmarinernow.org
http://www.dragonpipediary.com


What Can You Do?

Get Connected:

Join a group working 
to protect your 
community or form 
one in your community 
if one does not exist

haltmarinernow.org



What Can You Do?

See Something, 

Say Something:

● Stay alert and contact 

officials if anything is amiss

● Report your complaint on 

HaltMarinerNow.org



Our Website Tools

https://www.haltmarinernow.org/


Get Involved:

● Sign up for the social media ThunderClap 
Event Tomorrow from 3-5 p.m. 
bit.ly/HMNsocial

○ After you sign up, you will be 
emailed a list of sample posts

● Stay Connected: Sign up for email alerts at 
haltmarinernow.org













The Next Webinar
Register: bit.ly/marinerwebinar3



Contacts & Q&A
Gillian Graber 

gillian@protectpt.org
info@haltmarinernow.org

George Alexander 
Contact info at: www.dragonpipediary.com

Ginny Kerslake 
ginnyforccc@gmail.com

mailto:gillian@protectpt.org


● Remember: Sign up for the ThunderClap

● There will be a recording available on 
https://halttheharm.net/

● Have suggestions for future trainings? 
ryan@halttheharm.net

● Become A Leader

Thank you!!!

https://halttheharm.net/
mailto:ryan@halttheharm.net

